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826  SOUTH  TENTH  STREET 


NEWARK  8,  NEW  JERSEY 


BIGELOW  2-2020 


Office  of  lL  &UU 


December  21,  1961 


Dr.  Otto  Schneid 
931  Clay  Avenue 
Scranton,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Dr.  Schneid: 

I  hesitated  for  such  a  long  time  to  write  to  you  because  my  letter 
will  have  to  be  in  the  negative.     I  have  in  the  meantime  talked  to  a 
number  of  people  about  the  feasibility  of  erecting  the  monument  for  the 
six  million,  but  whenever  I  touched  upon  the  subject  I  was  immediately 
discouraged. 

The  United  Jewish  Appeal  is  being  pressed  by  the  Israeli  govern- 
ment for  more  money  this  year.      Jewish  organizations  find  themselves 
in  very  difficult  financial  circumstances  and  have  to  raise  money  for 
their  own  purposes,  and  nobody  seems  to  be  in  a  mood  to  raise  money 
for  a  monument.    This  has  nothing  to  do  with  ray  own  feeling  in  the  mat- 
ter.    I  still  believe  that  it  is  scandalous  that  the  city  of  New  York, 
with  the  largest  Jewish  population  in  the  *,orld,  should  not  have  dome 
something  to  comraemorate  the  victims  of  Hitler.     The  small  Jewish  popu- 
lation of  Paris  has  erected  a  wonderful  and  very  impressive  monument, 
as  you  know.     Rut  my  own  opinion    does  not  matter.    Unfortunately,  I 
do  not  have  the  time  to  devote  to  fund  raising  or  to  organizing  a  group, 
and  it  wo ;ld  therefore  be  irresponsible  on  my  part  to  commit  myself  to 
you  in  such  terms. 

We  had  an  exhibit  of  paintings  from  the  Whitney  Museum  a  few  weeks 
ago,  and  it  proved  a  failure.  Hardly  anybody  came  to  see  the  pictures, 
and  the  American  Jewish  Congress  therefore  decided  not  to  have  any  more 
exhibitions.  The  building  does  not  lend  itself  to  such  ventures. 
People  simply  do  not  come  to  an  office  building  in  order  to  view  paint- 
ings. As  I  said  at  the  beginning,  I  hesitated  to  write  this  letter  be- 
cause it  is  so  negative,  but  it  is  better  to  face  facts  than  to  indulge 
in  illusion. 

With  every  good  wish,  I  am 


Yours , 
| 


JP:EN 


826  SOUTH  TENTH  STREET 


NEWARK  8,  NEW  JERSEY 


BIGELOW  2-2020 


August  31,  1961 


Dr.  Otto  Schneid 
931  Clay  Avenue 
Scranton,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Dr.  Schneid: 

Your  letter  dated  July  18th  arrived  here  during  my  absence 
from  the  country.     I  returned  a  few  days  ago  and  I  hasten  to 
write  to  you. 

I  discussed  the  matter  with  several  people,  but  their  atti- 
tude was  completely  negative,  at  least  for  this  moment.  Israel 
at  this  time  is  in  great  need  of  additional  money  which  will 
have  to  be  raised.    A  delegation  of  ministers  from  Israel  will 
arrive  in  America  in  a  few  days  to  make  an  urgent  appeal  for 
additional  suras  of  money  which  are  needed  for  the  new  immigration 
caused  by  the  dangerous  situation  in  North  Africa. 

It  was  felt  by  all  people  that  at  this  moment  nobody  with 
a  sense  of  responsibility  would  undertake  to  raise  funds  for  a 
memorial  to  the  six  million  Jews  who  were  killed.    I  agree  with 
the  analysis  and  although  I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  your  pro- 
ject, as  you  know,  I  would  advise  that  there  is  no  point  in  pur- 
suing it  at  this  time. 

With  every  good  wish  for  the  New  Year,  I  am 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


JP:EN 


